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BPIA is a charitable, educational, non–profit membership association. Through the perseverance 
of Barbara C. Patterson, an international educator. BPIA was established in 1989 to increase the 
involvement of African American and other people of African heritage in international affairs. BPIA 
implements its educational, economic, cultural exchange, and human resources development 
objectives through public education programs and conferences, a newsletter, professional 
networking and outreach activities, a mentor forum and a scholarship program. BPIA is a Federal 
tax exempt, 501(c) 3 association.

Membership is open to individuals of all races, nationalities, and organizations that support 
BPIA’s objectives. BPIA members are current or former professionals of: U.S. government 
agencies including the Departments of State, Commerce, Labor and Agriculture, Peace Corps, 
the Smithsonian Institute, the World Bank, USAID and USIA; colleges and universities; major 
corporations; private organizations; and humanitarian relief agencies. BPIA members are 
multilingual, multinational, and represent a wide range of academic disciplines, international 
training, experiences and expertise.  A number of senior members including several ambassadors, 
mission directors and chief executive officers, have served with distinction in the U.S. and abroad. 
BPIA membership benefits include:
	 Global Visions newsletter
	 Employment Referral Opportunities
	 Networking Opportunity
	 BPIA Email Addresses
	 Free Admission to Special Events

BPIA awards scholarships and grants to individuals and institutions groups in support of 
educational travel and for participation in international seminars.

The Mentor Forum is designed to provide opportunities for students, graduate scholars and young 
professionals to meet informally with senior professionals and experienced career internationalists. 
During these sessions career options and current international issues are discussed in small group 
settings at the homes of mentors or at pubic sites. Participants have a valuable opportunity to share 
and learn from leaders who represent a variety of disciplines.

BPIA sponsors a biennial conference designed to make a vital contribution to creative thinking, 
informed policy development and action in international affairs. The biennial conference is a major 
mechanism for pursuing the organization’s objective of educating and increasing involvement 
of African Americans and other people of African heritage in international affairs. It is also an 
opportunity to interact and forge linkages with diverse organizations and professionals with like 
interests. Through workshops, plenary sessions, panels and roundtables, dynamic, informed and 
experienced professionals share their knowledge and insights on a variety of topics.

BPIA publishes an information packed newsletter which highlights world events, employment 
and research opportunities, members’ accomplishments, a calendar of events and other news of 
interest to the membership. Global Visions is published several times a year.  Subscription is free to 
members and copies are mailed to libraries upon request.

One of the missions of BPIA is to contribute to a global understanding of world issues. Through 
the Foreign Policy Forums, held periodically throughout the year, BPIA explores issues and current 
events in a stimulating dialogue with experts in the field.

BPIA promotes and facilitates Black and minority business and entrepreneurship in the international 
marketplace.  Activities seek to encourage the development of international expertise in small 
business, technical training, banking and finance, tourism and export/import enterprises. BPIA 
sponsors a series of international business seminars and serves as a clearinghouse to facilitate 
the development of business relationships between members and institutions/firms outside of the 
United States.

BPIA periodically offers forums on employment opportunities and networking. Our career 
development workshops provide a forum for members to gain access to employers and learn how 
to take advantage of potential employment, internship and consulting opportunities.
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